
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Chairman’s report 
 

The Mohua Charitable Trust had supported 4 conservation projects during the year between 1 April 2015 

and 31 March 2016.  

 

Mohua Translocation from the Anchor Island to the Eglinton Valley. 
 

Mohua were once abundant in the Eglinton Valley, but predation by rats, stoats and cats, particularly during 

two rat and stoat plagues that occurred in 1999 and 2000, reduced their population in the valley to a few 

tens of birds. A comprehensive pest control programme in the valley including 4,800ha of bait stations for 

rat control, lines of traps to control stoats, and aerial 1080 in years of particularly high rat abundance is 

good enough to allow the mohua population to recover, but the population is now so small that recovery 

will be very slow.  To speed things up the Mohua Charitable Trust supported a translocation of 69 mohua 

from Chalky Island to the Eglinton Valley in 2010. This initial translocation went well and the population 

increased, though subsequently declined. As part of an ongoing programme to build a robust mohua 

population in the Eglinton, and to determine the optimum number of birds required to re-establish robust 

populations, a further mohua transfer to the Eglinton was supported by the Trust. Eighty mohua were 

transferred from Anchor Island to the Eglinton Valley over two days in October 2015 and released without 

loss of any birds.  These birds and the existing residents of the valley will be monitored by the Department 

of Conservation over the next year and another translocation may be undertaken next year. 

 

Mohua and Robin Translocation Chalky and Anchor Islands to Coal Island 
 

Mohua and probably South Island robins were formerly present on Coal Island (1189ha) in Preservation 

Inlet in Fiordland, but were wiped out by rats and stoats. The efforts of the South West New Zealand 

Endangered Species Trust (SWNZEST) have resulted in the island now being rat-free and suffering only 

the occasional stoat incursion which is quickly dealt to using a network of traps. SWNZEST felt it was 

time to reintroduce robins and mohua to the island and the Mohua Charitable Trust was keen to help and 

made a contribution to the mohua translocation. During July 2015 69 robins were captured on Anchor 

Island and transferred by helicopter to Coal Island and in September 2015 80 mohua were caught on 

Chalky Island and moved to Coal. The progress of these species on the island will be monitored. 

 

Makarora Mohua Population Survey 

 

Mohua were once abundant in the Makarora area, but have declined through predation by rats and stoats. 

Although mohua numbers are now very low in the Makarora area, it is still one of the few places where 

mohua can be seen close to the road: it is an important site for mohua. The mohua population in the area 

has until recently received no substantial conservation management, but the Mohua Charitable Trust has 

supported the implementation of a stoat trapping regime in the area and regular population assessments, 

and the Department of Conservation now plans to undertake 1080 rat and stoat control during beech 

masts.  

 

As part of the Trust’s ongoing commitment to the mohua population in the Makarora and neighbouring 

valleys the Mohua Charitable Trust funded a survey of the abundance of mohua in the area in October 2015 

for which a report was prepared. Predetermined transects were walked and the number of mohua 

encountered was recorded. Numbers have improved slightly over those in the previous year, though they 

still appear much lower than they were 4 years ago.   

 

Research on the genetics of the endangered Kaki (Black Stilt) 

 



The kaki was once common and widespread in New Zealand, but it is now critically endangered because 

of predation, habitat loss, and inter-breeding with the closely related pied stilt. Because the population is 

so small careful management and of the surviving birds is required to minimise genetic problems.  

 

The Mohua Charitable Trust supported research being undertaken at Canterbury University on the genetic 

structure of kaki populations. The research is investigating the genetic structure of historic kaki 

populations using samples taken from museum specimens, and the results will inform genetic 

management of the current tiny kaki population. 

 

Plans for next year 

 

The trust plans to support another transfer of mohua to the Eglinton Valley if the mohua recovery group 

deems it desirable. 
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